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Descrizione del progetto (Numero di caratteri inclusi spazi: 2.000-3.000): 

The existence of anthropogenic climate change and the risks it poses to the natural environment, humans 
and nonhuman animals are no longer debated among scholars. Despite scientific consensus, the policy 
measures needed to counter this phenomenon are difficult to both plan and implement. 

Climate change is a global issue that requires a large-scale response. For this reason, it is primarily 
institutions that should take the lead in cutting greenhouse gas emissions. However, this does not imply that 
the individual can or should be left on the sidelines of the ecological transition that needs to take place to 
achieve the ambitious yet essential goals of zero net emissions by mid-century. 

Moral philosophers seem to agree that the individual have duties regarding the environmental crisis, 
regardless of what role the individual decides to play in this process, that is, whether one prefers political 
engagement and activism or decides to reduce her own carbon footprint. Personal commitment to the 
environment, although progressively more widespread, still does not concern a significant majority of the 
world's population. However, the involvement of individuals is essential not only because of the impact of 
aggregate emissions, but also as an element of pressure on political leaders and institutions. 

The present research project aims to investigate the roots of the lack of motivation on the part of individuals 
to actively take part in climate change mitigation. The lines of research that can be undertaken within the 
framework of this investigation, are the following: 

1. Motivation and moral reasons for care and preservation of ecosystems; rethinking moral virtues for 
the challenges of sustainable development; relationship between individual and nature in world cultures; 
debate between anthropocentric and eco-centric views. 

2. Relationship between knowledge and motivation; epistemic conditions of moral responsibility; 
epistemic obligations in the global world; climate change, ignorance and culpability; climate denialism, 
moral and epistemic vices. 

3. Environmental motivation and social context; moral values, social norms and the environment; the 
social basis of knowledge; science education for sustainability in formal and informal settings; science, 
society and democracy. 

 

Periodo di studio e ricerca presso in Impresa /Centri di ricerca / Pubbliche Amministrazione  

Il periodo è obbligatorio per 3 tipologie di dottorati (sono esclusi quelli di ricerca PNRR) per un periodo minimo di 6 mesi ad 
un massino di 12 

Il dottorando svolgerà il periodo OBBLIGATORIO per 6 mesi  

Periodo di studio e ricerca all’estero 

Il periodo è obbligatorio per 4 tipologie di dottorati per un periodo minimo di 6 mesi ad un massino di 18 

Il dottorando svolgerà il periodo OBBLIGATORIO 6 mesi  

Skill da acquisire dal dottorando (Numero di caratteri inclusi spazi: max 600): 

The knowledge that the PhD student will have to acquire during the PhD are mainly scientific, and include the 
ability to perform bibliographic research, to reconstruct a scientific debate, to elaborate original topics and 
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develop them in the doctoral thesis, in scientific articles and possibly also in more popular writings. The PhD 
student must also develop appropriate exhibition skills by presenting articles at conferences and taking 
small teaching assignments within some courses (for example, by carrying out short seminars). 
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