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Descrizione del progetto (Numero di caratteri inclusi spazi: 2.000-3.000): 

 
The last years witnessed a growing process of raising awareness about how certain communicative forms 
convey discriminatory attitudes. Among the main linguistic devices under discussion, we find the masculine 
generics (MS), as well as social and identity gender binarism (which is implied by grammatical gender 
binarism) - which seems to exclude non-binary people.  In many contexts - ranging from activism to 
academia - people have pursued fairer language practices by exploring, investigating, and trying out new 
alternatives. This enterprise results in guidelines as to how to adjust or update our communicative practices 
and policies. But what kind of stance should institutions adopt? This question is especially pressing for public 
administrations that are committed to the equal, fair and inclusive treatment of both their employees and 
users.  
This project investigates two lines of research. The first issue concerns non-discriminatory language and its 
implementability within public administrations, taking on challenges such as defying inclusive language, 
providing a survey of the main existing proposals, trying to develop a model for assessing and evaluating 
them, surveying and interpreting the existing empirical studies on the topic, investigating the relationship 
between communication, stereotypes, and biases, assessing possible interlinguistic differences with respect 
to this topic, assessing the existing policies and good practices. In addition to that, this project will also 
address the question of what distinguishes public administrations from private contexts, in order to assess 
the goals of justice and equality that they need to guarantee.  
 

Periodo di studio e ricerca presso in Impresa /Centri di ricerca / Pubbliche Amministrazione  

Il periodo è obbligatorio per 3 tipologie di dottorati (sono esclusi quelli di ricerca PNRR) per un periodo minimo di 6 mesi ad 
un massino di 12 

The PhD candidate will have to conduct their research FOR 6-months. This is a compulsory requisite. 

Periodo di studio e ricerca all’estero 

Il periodo è obbligatorio per 4 tipologie di dottorati per un periodo minimo di 6 mesi ad un massino di 18 

The PhD candidate will have to conduct their research for 6-months. This is a compulsory requisite. 

Skill da acquisire dal dottorando (Numero di caratteri inclusi spazi: max 600): 

The PhD candidate will acquire skills in the scientific fields of social philosophy of language and linguistics. 
They will learn how to develop an autonomous and independent line of research, putting into practice the 
theoretical toolkit of these disciplines, as well as the methodological notions that comes from theoretical and 
methodological approaches, in the service of a concrete and pressing problem, by adopting a strongly 
interdisciplinary stance. They will acquire not only skill of critical analysis and those that are needed to 
develop an original scientifically sound proposal, but they will also learn how to put into practice 
implementable measures that are tailor-made for public administrations. 
Acquisirà non solo le capacità analitiche di critica e le capacità di sviluppo di una proposta originale, ma 
saprà anche metterle in pratica in una proposta implementabile ideata su misura per le pubbliche 
amministrazioni. 
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