
Informative presupposition as back-door testimony 

How do we learn from the speech acts of others? Not only from their assertions, but also from their 

informative presuppositions, which therefore function as back-door testimony about e.g. race and 

social norms (Sbisà, Stanley). Like assertion, presupposition is guided by a norm of knowledge, with 

implications for the responsibility of speakers and hearers. 

 

 


