
Accommodation and retroactive force 

 

What gives our speech acts their force? Their felicity conditions, according to J.L. Austin. But felicity 

conditions can occur after the time of the utterance, and can retroactively give a speech act its force. 

Some felicity conditions such as authority are thus supplied by accommodation, in the acts and 

omissions of hearers and bystanders, who are partly responsible for the force retroactively acquired. 

 


