The authority of hate speech

What force do instances of hate speech have, as speech acts? The force of hate speech varies with its
authority, which can be epistemic, or practical. Authority can be acquired formally, or informally
by accommodation, a default process of helpful adjustment described by Lewis and others, to which
hearers and bystanders contribute by their acts and omissions. The virtues of communication depend

on accommodation—~but equally its vices.



